
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2023 

9:30AM 
 

Celebrant: Fr. Andrew Garnett 

 

Acolyte: Cindy H 

Lector: James V 

Usher: John T 

LEM: James V 



Prelude  “The Coventry Carol”    Hatton 

 

Words of Welcome 

 

Processional Hymn #72 “Hark! The Glad Sound! The Savior Comes”   

 

The Opening Acclamation  

 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

   

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Celebrant says 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The following is then sung, all standing. 

Kyrie  – Hymnal #S 96 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day  

 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son 

Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 



The Lessons 

 

The people sit. The reader says 

 

A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

 

When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet 

Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 

stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in 

mind; for the LORD is with you." 

But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell 

my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 

house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up 

the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 

about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among 

all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal 

leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 

saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore 

thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I 

took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over 

my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and 

have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 

great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will 

appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they 

may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers 

shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed 

judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 

enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make 

you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 

before me; your throne shall be established forever. 



Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Reader and the People recite the Psalm together. 

 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

 

Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing;  

from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever;  

you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;  

I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

‘I will establish your line for ever,  

and preserve your throne for all generations.’” 

You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people:  

“I have set the crown upon a warrior 

and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

I have found David my servant;  

with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

My hand will hold him fast  

and my arm will make him strong. 

No enemy shall deceive him,  

nor any wicked man bring him down. 

I will crush his foes before him  

and strike down those who hate him. 

My faithfulness and love shall be with him,  

and he shall be victorious through my Name. 

I shall make his dominion extend  

from the Great Sea to the River. 



He will say to me, ‘You are my Father,  

my God, and the rock of my salvation.’” 

 

The reader says  

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Romans 16:25-27 

 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that 

was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic 

writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the 

eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand 

 

Sequence Hymn #267  “Praise Ye the Lord This Day”  

 

The Gospel 

 

Then the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke 

 

People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much 



perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth 

in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 

who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 

your word.” Then the angel departed from her.   Luke 1:26-38 

After the Gospel, the Priest says   

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon    Fr. Andrew Garnett 

 

The People stand. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 



  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the Prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People – Form IV pg. 388 

The response is: Hear our prayer. 

 



Confession of Sin 

 

All kneel. The Celebrant says 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. Then the Celebrant and People say together 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 



   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the 

Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture.   

 

Offertory Solo  “The Birthday of the King”    Neidllinger 

      Gary Lorentzson, soloist 

Doxology – Hymnal #380 (vs.3)  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Eucharistic Prayer B pg. 367 

 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 

  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said. 

http://www.bcponline.org/HE/pphe2.htm


Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 

the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Sanctus – Hymnal #S 130 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 

made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 

your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 

flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 

from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 

you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 

him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 

New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 

 



Celebrant and People 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

And we off our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 

they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the New 

Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 

through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 

all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

Agnus Dei – Hymnal #S 164 

 

The Reception of Holy Communion 

 

Communion Duet  “Wachet Auf”  Bach/Graan      Piano/Organ duet 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



The Priest Blesses the People 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant May the blessing of God Almighty, +Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit be with you now and always. 

People Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn #438     “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord”     

 

The Announcements 

 

Please be seated for the announcements. Following the 

announcements, Fr. Andrew, after inviting the people to stand, 

dismisses the people with these words 

 

Mass is ended. Go in peace. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  “O Zion, Haste”    L. Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS  MASS  SERVICES 

 
 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, Dec. 24th 
Musical Meditation – 4:30pm 

Holy Eucharist – 5:00pm  
 

Christmas Day, Monday, Dec. 25th 
Holy Eucharist – 10:30am 

 

 

 

 

BULLETIN BROADCAST 
 

WELCOME! If you are new or visiting and would like to know more about 

what we believe, our history, or what ministries we undertake, please speak 

with the Priest-in-Charge or any member of the Vestry. Contact information 

is provided in this bulletin. 

 

An Episcopal Church Women (ECW) Meeting:  December 31st, at 10:30 

following Mass in the Library (it will be a SHORT meeting!) All ladies, all 

ages, please join us! Every woman in church attendance is an Episcopal 

Church Woman!! Come with your new ideas to further our mission and 

goals! We make our meeting fun, too! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZKqH-T2nm1xEqM&tbnid=PGeeIQv14RhJqM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwADgT&url=http://www.pinterest.com/allen99/nativity-scene/&ei=LM-UUsb7OqmqsQSHlYGgAQ&psig=AFQjCNG4MA8-tEucEF1rbTmPsRZ6Mgsl3A&ust=1385570477010359


Food Pantry: We continue to support our local pantry located at First 

Presbyterian Church. Collection baskets are located at the back of church 

and just outside the church office doors. All non-perishables and/or gift 

cards are welcome. If you any questions, please contact Pattie. Thank you 

for your generosity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Sunday Services are at 9:30am 
 

 

Thank you for your generous support of Trinity Church. 
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